84	THE PRE-GUPTAN ERA
The Milinda Pafiha applies this same doctrine of
Karma to the solution of the still more universal problem
of human inequality. Why, asks the King, are some men
born to happiness and prosperity and others to sorrow
and poverty? And the Sage replies that just us plants vary
according to the seed sown, so, by a law of nature no less
fundamental, men reap the harvest of their acts.
The book concerns itself also with redefining the terms
Brahmin and Kshatriya; the Buddha is both, a Brahmin in
his spiritual freedom, 'cultivating within himself the
highest and best states of mind, and enjoying the supreme
bliss of ecstatic meditation,' and also a king, 'exalted
above all ordinary men, making his friends rejoice and his
opponents mourn/ Priest and Ruler meet in a Kingly
Teacher, and old terms are redefined,
In the same bold spirit the book deals with eighty-two
problems set by the king. Beginning with the cardinal
teaching that the 'soul* or person is a collection of states of
consciousness, as the king's chariot is built up of its com-
ponent parts, it goes on to show that rebirth means the
transmission of energy, as one lamp is lit from another,
and leads up to the high and difficult doctrine of the Goal
Nibbana, This it describes as a state rather than a place.
*Is there any spot upon which a man may stand and , ».
realize Nibbana?' asks the King; 'Truly, Sire, there is
such a spot,' replies the Sage. 'Where then, Nagasena, is
that spot to be found?' *Virtue, Sire, is that spot , , *
wheresoever he be, the man who orders his life anght will
realize Nibbana.' With this splendid climax the main part
of the book ends, Another section brings home to the lay
mind, in a brilliant series of similes, the excellences of the
Buddhist life. The following is typical:
Just as the mongoose only attacks a snake when he has protected
himself with an antidote, so, Sire, should the earnest and active
monk as he goes out into the world of anger and hate where quarrels
and enmities rage, keep his mind ever protected with the antidote
of love. For it was said by the Commander of the Faith, Sariputta
the Elder,

